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Economic Development in Downtown Kennett Square at an All-Time High

Historic Kennett Square is celebrating seven new businesses opening over the last few months in the downtown and one restaurant that changed ownership.  

“New businesses are a sure sign of the lively economic development activity occurring in the downtown,” said Mary Hutchins, executive director of Historic Kennett Square, a non-profit organization serving as the Main Street organization for the borough.  

The variety of shops and restaurants that are opening will certainly add to the diversity of the shopping and dining experience in Kennett Square. 

The new businesses include:

Byrsa Bistro at 102 E. State Street is a Mediterranean/southern French BYOB restaurant and will open by the end of October.

Greenable, a green building and design company with locations in Philadelphia and Ardmore opened a retail and design center at 114 S. Union Street.

Lily’s Asian Cuisine opened in early summer and is a welcome addition to the downtown-dining scene. 

Liz Marden Bakery opened at 110 S. Union Street and is a an award-winning European style patisserie and bakery known for their mousse filled special occasion cakes. 

Polished Salon, a natural nail salon with businesses in Hockessin and Wilmington opened at 112 S. Union Street.

Scout & Annie, at 125 E. State Street offers  unique vintage homegoods –anything from furniture to smaller household items.

Willow on State, a unique art gallery at the corner of State and Willow streets has an eclectic mix of hand-crafted jewelry, vinyl records and vintage books. 

In addition, Portabello’s, 115 W. State Street has changed ownership and the new owners, Brett Hulbert and Sandra Morris plan to keep some of Portabello’s signature dishes on the menu but will be expanding the menu to include some of his own creations.

These new merchants collectively spent close to $1 million to open their businesses – a sure sign of their commitment to doing business in Kennett Square.

Historic Kennett Square and the Borough of Kennett Square administration work hand in hand to help new business owners’ open shop.  “It is a team effort between Historic Kennett Square, the borough manager and the code enforcement officer to support new businesses and make the process as simple and painless as possible,” Hutchins said.

In addition to the above-mentioned new businesses there are two new restaurants opening in the near future in the downtown. La Verano will open at 114 E. State Street sometime in early November.  La Verona was named after a provence in Northern Italy and the new restaurant will feature pasta, pizza, veal and chicken dishes.  And Jack McFadden is planning on opening his new wine bar and tapas restaurant at 120 E. State Street early in 2012.

Historic Kennett Square is a non-profit organization committed to keeping Kennett Square a great place to live, work and play.  In addition to working with new and current business owners to maintain the vibrant economic development activity in the downtown, the organization oversees the Kennett Flash, the weekly Farmers Market, the First Friday Art Strolls, the Halloween Parade, the Memorial Day Parade and many of the holiday activities.

For more information on Historic Kennett Square and all of the special events occurring in the borough visit www.HistoricKennettSquare.com.

