FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Historic Kennett Square Voted Budget Travel Magazine’s
Top 10 2010 Coolest Small Towns in America

Kennett Square, PA — June 23, 2010 — The polls are closed

L o and the counting is complete; Kennett Square, PA is officially

PO LTSS one of the top ten Coolest Small Towns in America! More

stand out from the crowd

* information about Kennett Square and the other nine cool
| destinations on the list will be published in the September
| 2010 issue of Budget Travel Magazine.

Budget Travel defines the ideal Cool Small Town:

“The town must have a population under 10,000—were
talking small towns, not big cities. It's also got to be on the
upswing, a place that’s beginning to draw attention—and new
residents—because of the quality of life, arts and restaurant
scene, or proximity to nature. And cool doesn’t mean quaint.
We want towns with an edge, so think avant-garde galleries,
not country stores.”

HistoricKennettSquare.com

Of the original 147 nominated towns, Kennett Square, f
PA solidly ranked in 5™ place with an impressive
44,089 votes. The flourishing Mushroom Capital of
the WorldOis situated in picturesque southern
Chester County, PA and is home to nationally
renowned Longwood Gardens, fine restaurants,
upscale independently-owned boutiques and
galleries, inviting B&Bs, scenic Anson B. Nixon Park,
Kennett Symphony, and Historic Kennett Square’s
own Kennett Flash, a music venue committed to
promoting emerging and established local, regional,
and national performing artists. Kennett Square also
features an abundance of activities for the whole
family including the Farmers Market, First Friday Art
Stroll, downtown holiday parades and festivities,
Mushroom Festival (in its 25" year), the award-
winning Kennett Brewfest, historic walking tours
featuring the Underground Railroad, and summer
concerts in the park. Within an hour’s drive of top-
rated colleges and universities, Brandywine Valley recreation destinations; Philadelphia;
Baltimore, Lancaster, PA, and Wilmington, DE, Kennett Square features easy access to
major metropolitan areas, with a small-town flare all its own.
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With a myriad of cool offerings,
Kennett Square, PA is a destination
rich in small-town charm and
unparalleled edge. It's where people
come to join the active community
and to eat, shop, play, and stay. As
KHS79jm stated on
BudgetTravel.com (April 5, 2010,
1:19:05 PM), ([ Kennett Square,
PA] has grown in style with local
vineyards adding to the already abundant farm culture while restaurants and cultural
venues like the Kennett Flash have brought more @oolness@&O

Small businesses have received accolades in Kennett Square, PA, where GoodiesGand
docavoresQare in a culinary paradise and the community has embraced shopping at
independently owned businesses. Wild game burgers by Half Moon Restaurant &
Saloon were recently featured on the Travel Channel’s ®lamburger Paradise;OTalula’s
Table was awarded Philadelphia Magazine’s Best Cheese Shop 2009 and Best
Gourmet Market 2008; Ashley Austin Boutique was awarded Best of Delaware 2010 in
the category of Best Women’s Accessories; and the Paper Market was titled #1 Retail
Advocate for TOMS Shoes in 2009 and Best of the Mainline for Boutique Stationary
Store in 2010. Paper Market owner, Doug Harris, states, @y being our natural selves,
we’ve been defined as cool, but we always knew we were cool! [Being one of the
Coolest Small Towns in America] validates our lifestyle choice, beyond sustainability
towards [economic] resilience.O

Following Kennett Square’s nomination to
Budget Travel’s contest in spring of 2010, the
town underwent a vigorous campaign. Lead by
enthusiastic residents and business owners,
fans were certain Kennett Square, PA had
enough @Ofactor to rank as one of America’s
Coolest Small Towns. The community rallied
together in town and on the web in tremendous
force to encourage voting on
www.BudgetTravel.com. Countless individuals . ,
uploaded photos and wrote comments on the ! (Y S 1 L
website touting all the benefits of visiting, living, and worklng in Kennett Square, PA. A
Facebook fan page was created to remind fans to vote daily. Business owners passed
out @ool CardsOto promote voting and adorned their storefronts with &ennett is CoolO
signs customized by local artist, Andy White. Kennett Square’s mayor, Matt Fetick, also
promoted the campaign when he reached out to citizens during the May cool-themed
First Friday Art Stroll, which also featured the famed mushroom. The nomination was
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even picked up by local media including Channel 10 News, which reported the weather
from Newton’s on State Street, a downtown restaurant. Kathi Lafferty, owner of the
Mushroom Cap in business since 1997, states, @ think ‘Kennett Square is Cool’ will
continue to be a popular theme for the town. It’s been a huge marketing effort.O The
Mushroom Cap features fresh mushrooms grown by Laffery’s husband, mushroom
products, and displays from the original Phillips Mushroom Museum.

The America’s Coolest Small Town contest has created an international stir on Budget
Travel’s website, www.BudgetTravel.com. A total of 439,411 votes from around the
world solidified the final lineup. Nestled in 5" place, Kennett Square, PA is in great
company with other Cool Small Towns such as Ely, MN (1%); Cloverdale, CA (2";
Brevard, NC (3'); Saugatuck, Ml (4™); Bandon, OR (6™); Cuero, TX (7"); Nyack, NY
(8™); Medicine Park, OK (9™); and Egg Harbor, WI (10™). Without doubt, small towns
with their unique charm and cool offerings will benefit from the marketing provided by
Budget Travel’s contest in the upcoming September 2010 issue.

..~ ABOUT HISTORIC KENNETT SQUARE

1;-—-@ Historic Kennett Square is a non-profit 501c3, whose mission it is
! to actively support and enrich community vitality and pride, to

help preserve the historic district and small town atmosphere, to

1 promote economic and positive, productive relationships within

' Kennett Square and the surrounding townships.

Note: Use the following link to download high-resolution
images: http://www.flickr.com/photos/kennettflash/

CONTACT: Mary Hutchins
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mary@historickennettsquare.com
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